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Regarding claim K it is unclear how the longitudinal external ribs (14) extend at the top 
of the skirt. As seen in figs. 4a and 4b of the present invention, the longitudinal external ribs do 
not extend to the top of the skirt. Instead, they appear to terminate short of the skirt top. 

Regarding claim 4, it is unclear how the longitudinal internal ribs (19) extend to the top 
of the skirt. Examiner notes the figures do not show the ribs (19) in a side-view, so as to be able 
to determine the relationship between the ribs and the top of the skirt, instead only showing an 
axial cross-section in fig. 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mascitelli '908. 
Mascitelli '908 discloses a Sleeve for the Fixing of a Manual Pump Group to a Glass 

Bottle, comprising: 

(cl. 1) a retaining ring comprising a skirt (Examiner reads the skirt comprising upper part 
10 and lower part lb) defining an internal wall and an external wall, with the internal wall to 
contact the external wall of the neck; and 

a lining collar (5) surrounding the skirt of the retainer ring, the lining collar defining an 
internal wall and a visible external wall; and 
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characterized in that the external wall of the skirt is formed with longitudinal external ribs 
(20) extending at the top of the skirt, the external ribs coming into fitting contact against the 
internal wall of the collar, 

(Examiner notes the ribs have a measurable longitudinal dimension, as best seen in figure 
2, and therefore, are "longitudinal/ 5 

Further, the ribs (20) of Mascitelli '908 are at the "top" of the skirt as much as the ribs 
(14) of the applicant's are, to the degree this feature is understood and disclosed in the 
specification and figures. Moreover, it would appear the ribs of Mascitelli, as well as those of 
the applicant's invention, extend only along the length of the skirt and not on the "top.") 

(cl. 2) wherein the internal wall of the skirt is radially distorted inwards at the external 

ribs, 

(Examiner notes that although it is not inherently disclosed, any force pressing radially 
inwards on ribs (20) will be transmitted through the skirt and the internal wall will subsequently 
be distorted inwards as a reaction to this force.) 

(cl. 3) wherein, before the retainer ring is fitted into the lining collar, the internal wall of 
the skirt is cylindrical and the ribs together define a maximum diameter greater than the inside 
diameter of the lining collar, 

(Examiner notes fig. 3, wherein the rib can be seen as having a radial dimension longer 
than the radial length of the internal wall of the lining collar. Thus, the ribs together define a 
maximum diameter greater than the inside diameter of the lining collar.) 

(cl. 4) wherein the internal wall of the skirt is formed with longitudinal internal ribs (16) 
extending at the top of the skirt, 
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(Examiner notes the ribs of Mascitelli '908 are at the "top" of the skirt as much as the 
applicant's are, to the degree this feature is understood and disclosed in the specification and 
figures. Moreover, it would appear the ribs (16) of Mascitelli, as well as those of the applicant's 
invention (19), engage the neck of the bottle at the "top" of the skirt.) 

(cl. 5) wherein the internal ribs are angularly offset from the external ribs so that one 
internal rib is located between two external ribs and vice versa, 

(Examiner notes this angular offset is best seen in fig. 1, wherein internal ribs (16) are 
angularly offset from external ribs (20)) 

(cl. 6) wherein the external wall of the skirt, between the external ribs, is at a distance 
from the internal wall of the lining collar so as to create an intermediate clearance, 

(Examiner notes col. 4, lines 25-26 where it is disclosed the metal sieve only partially 
deforms the ends of the ribs (20). Further examiner notes col. 4, lines 15-22, wherein it is noted 
that the fitting of the lining collar/metallic covering (5), over the skirt, causes flexion of the skirt 
sections (15) located between the ribs but that this is offset (Examiner reads: "prevented.") by the 
inherent strengthening effect of internal ribs (16). Therefore, because the sections of the skirt 
(15), between the ribs (20), are initially radially offset from the outer perimeter of the ribs (20), 
and, because the reaction forces, caused by the fitting of lining collar/metallic covering (5) onto 
the sleeve, are offset by strengthening provided by internal ribs (16), Examiner concludes there is 
an inherent, intermediate clearance created, between the internal wall of the lining collar/metallic 
covering (5) and the external wall of the skirt.) 

(cl. 7) wherein the external ribs are evenly distributed around the skirt. 

(Examiner notes fig. 1, wherein the even distribution of external ribs is clearly seen.) 



Application/Control Number: 10/057,406 
Art Unit: 3727 



Page 6 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 
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Telephone inquiries regarding the status of applications or other general questions, by 
persons entitled to the information, "should be directed to the group clerical personnel and not to 
the examiners. In as much as the official records and applications are located in the clerical 
section of the examining groups, the clerical personnel can readily provide status information 
without contacting the examiners", M.P.E.P. 203.08. The Group clerical receptionist number is 
(703) 308-1148. 

If in receiving this Office Action it is apparent to applicant that certain documents are 
missing, e.g., copies of references cited, form PTO-1449, form PTO-892, etc., requests for copies 
of such papers or other general questions should be directed to Tech Center 3700 Customer 
Service at (703) 306-5648, email CustomerService3700@uspto.gov . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James N Smalley whose telephone number is (703) 605-4670. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8-5:30, Alternate Fri 8-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lee Young can be reached on (703) 308-2572. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9302 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 

Other helpful telephone numbers are listed for applicant's benefit. 

Allowed Files & Publication (703) 305-8322 

Assignment Branch (703) 308-9287 

Certificates of Correction (703) 305-8309 

Drawing Corrections/Draftsman (703) 305-8404/8335 

Fee Increase Questions (703) 305-5125 

Intellectual Property Questions (703) 305-8217 

Petitions/Special Programs (703) 305-9282 

Terminal Disclaimers (703) 305-8408 

If the information desired is not provided above, or has been changed, please do not call the examiner (this is the latest information 
provided to him) but the general information help line below. 

Information Help line 1-800-786-9199 
Internet PTO-Home Page http:www.uspto.gov/ 
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